One of the main four qualifications declared as
necessary for a fit student, has been the six great
qualities; Sraddha is one of them. Without faith
in a philosophy no one can follow its dictates. The
modern youngsters generally misinterpret faith as
a certain blind belief and confidence in some super-
natural Power or Force. In the sense in which they
have come to mean Sraddha certainly, the word
deserves all the condemnation they hurl at it. But
Sraddha only means confidence or faith. Nobody
can do in this world, as a matter of fact, anything
without faith.

For example, you eliminate entirely the concept
of faith from your own make up; then you will not
be able to even walk out of this Yagna Sala and reach
your home. Supposing, you are an applicant for a
job. Certainly, to begin with, you cannot have any
previous experience ! But you entertain a certain
amount of confidence in yourself that, given a chance,
to work under favourable circumstances, you shall
successfully carry out the work to the satisfaction of
your employer. Without this faith no one can exist
in this material world even for a day. There are some
who have not this faith in themselves and they are
either hysterical or even lunatics; they entirely lose
their faith in themselves* that they dare not get up
from the corner where they sit or, if at all they move,
they walk round each tiny pebble since they have lost

* "Faith is the resolution to stand or fall by noblest hypothesis'
-F. Myres.
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